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Location: Houses of Parliament 

Meeting roles 

• Baroness Liz Barker, Co-Chair of the APPG on Sexual and Reproductive Health in the 

UK (APPG meeting Chair) 

• Dr Asha Kasliwal, President of the Faculty of Sexual and Reproductive Healthcare 

(roundtable discussion Chair) 

• Marian Holliday, Deputy Director, Acute Care Policy at the Department for Health and 
Social Care (Speaker) 

• Clare Perkins, Deputy Director, Personalised Prevention at the Office for Health 

Improvement and Disparities (Speaker) 

• Professor Dame Lesley Regan, Women’s Health Ambassador for England (Speaker) 

• James Woolgar, Sexual Health Commissioning Lead at Liverpool City Council and 

Current Chair of English HIV and Sexual Health Commissioners’ Group (Speaker) 
 

Meeting summary 

 
This meeting of the All Party Parliamentary Group on Sexual and Reproductive Health in the 
UK (APPG on SRH) brought together over 40 parliamentarians, officials and community 
stakeholders to explore opportunities to drive meaningful, holistic improvement in sexual and 
reproductive healthcare (SRH). A full list of attendees is set out below in an appendix. 
 
Baroness Liz Barker opened up the meeting by welcoming attendees and observers and 
setting out the objectives for the session, noting that the meeting was taking place in the 
context of the publication of the Government Women’s Health Strategy. 
 
As part of the AGM business, parliamentarians re-elected the following as Officers of the 
APPG: 

• Chair – Dame Diana Johnson DBE MP 

• Co-Chair – Baroness Barker 

• Vice-Chairs – Sir Peter Bottomley MP and Emily Thornberry MP 
 
Parliamentarians also approved the Group’s income and expenditure statement. 
 
As part of the APPG business, Baroness Barker provided an update on ongoing activity 

including engagement with the Women’s Health Strategy and Sexual and Reproductive 

Health/SRH Action Plan, plans for a meeting in October on challenges within the SRH 

workforce and activity around making integrated reproductive healthcare a reality for women. 

Baroness Barker then handed over to Dr Asha Kasliwal to Chair a roundtable discussion on 
the opportunities to drive improvements in reproductive health outcomes to ensure excellent 
outcomes for all women, with a focus on the FSRH Hatfield Vision. Asha reminded 
attendees that the group discussion is Chatham House Rule. 
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Asha talked through the priority goals and actions within the FSRH Hatfield Vision, which is a 
framework to improve reproductive health outcomes. The Vision is endorsed by 28 
organisations and covers areas such as access to contraception, reproductive rights, 
menopause, menstrual health, cervical screening and maternal health outcomes in black 
women and women of colour.  
 
Asha highlighted a number of statistics showing the negative impact COVID-19 has had on 
SRH outcomes for girls and women, but also argued that the heath system was not working 
effectively for this population prior to the pandemic. She also discussed the policy 
opportunity to get it right for women’s reproductive health – with the aim of ensuring it is 
prioritised at a national level, referencing the restructure of the Public Health and NHS 
system as well as the national Women’s Health Strategy and the SRH Action Plan. 
 
Asha stated that the roundtable discussion is the start of the work to translate the consensus 
among the reproductive healthcare community around the FSRH Hatfield Vision into action. 
She added that FSRH are looking to establish an implementation group / taskforce to help 
take this work forward. 
 
Asha then handed over to officials from the Department for Health and Social Care and the 
Office for Health Improvement and Disparities, Marian Holliday and Claire Perkins, to 
provide an update on the development and implementation of ongoing policy initiatives. 
Marian talked through the findings of the public call for evidence which formed the basis of 
the Women’s Health Strategy, as well as the Strategy’s areas of focus and DHSC’s 
commitment to working with the Women’s Health Ambassador to agree priorities. Claire 
updated on the development of the SRH Action Plan, including the work to explore levers to 
better integrate care in the context of NHS reforms. 
 
Asha then invited Professor Dame Lesley Regan to outline her plans and priorities in her 
new role as the Women’s Health Ambassador – with a focus on enhancing women’s access 
to, and experience of, reproductive healthcare. Professor Dame Lesley focused on the need 
to put girls and women at the centre of SRH planning. She also commented on the need to 
incentivise better ways of working and adopt short, medium and long-term plans as part of 
the Women’s Health Strategy implementation. 
 
Professor Dame Lesley then handed over to James Woolgar, who provided an overview of 
Liverpool’s Women’s Health Hub model and shared his thoughts on the role that 
commissioners can play in driving improved outcomes. James discussed the negative 
impact of the current fragmented delivery of SRH services and set out possible levers / 
opportunities at a local level to better integrate care to meet the needs of women. James 
also talked through his pledges moving forwards – to support the appointment of a women’s 
health lead in Integrated Care System Boards and the mandating of collaborative 
commissioning. 
 
Before opening up the roundtable discussion, Asha invited Sue Mann to speak. Sue talked 
through the findings of an OHID survey on women’s views around access to contraception. 
She described the varied ways in which women want to access contraceptive care, as well 
as highlighting the savings that can be made from investing in contraception – citing that for 
each £1 spent on LARC in primary care, the system saves £48. 
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The roundtable discussion focused on two key questions: 
 
1. What can you do to help see the FSRH Hatfield Vision 2030 ambition realised, alongside 

the 16 goals?  

2. How can we translate the Vision’s consensus, and the good intentions of the Women’s 
Health Strategy and SRH Action Plan into meaningful action? 

 
A number of important issues were raised by participants during this discussion, alongside 
pledges made as to how they would take forward their commitment to improving 
reproductive health outcomes.  
 
There was agreement from those at the meeting that the ambition and goals of the FSRH 
Hatfield Vision are timely and should be implemented, as part of a drive for women to 
receive joined-up, holistic SRH. Attendees discussed issues around Relationship and Sex 
Education (RSE), with not all children having access to high-quality education on RSE 
issues. Workforce and staffing challenges were also a key focus of the discussion, with 
participants raising that colleagues working in primary care are not sufficiently supported to 
deliver SRH. There were also calls for a national SRH workforce expansion plan. 
 
Commissioning arrangements was another issue raised by a number of participants, with it 
being noted that the establishment of Integrated Care System is a landmark opportunity to 
effect meaningful change in SRH. The importance of digital tools and data were also 
discussed on various occasions during the discussion, with many welcoming the Vision’s 
goal to develop a national SRH digital platform. There was agreement from attendees at the 
roundtable that meaningful engagement with those from across the SRH community, 
including grass-roots organisations, will be critical moving forwards. It was also raised that 
any activity focused on improving SRH outcomes must take in account inclusion of the trans 
community. 
 
As part of the roundtable discussion, there was also an opportunity for observers to put 
questions to the speakers and Chairs. Topics included the openness of the private sector to 
take part in discussions around system change, the need to speak more openly about SRH 
issues, workforce challenges (particularly in the context of SRH being a smaller-sized 
specialty) and the need to better incentivise training and career development in SRH. 
 
Following this, Asha and Baroness Barker thanked the speakers, attendees, observers for 
taking part in the discussion and closed the meeting. They also thanked the Advisory Group 
on Contraception for their role in bringing the meeting together. 
 
If you have any questions about this meeting of the APPG on SRH, please contact Catrin 
Hughes who provides the Group’s Secretariat at appg@fsrh.org.  
 
 
Appendix: attendee list 

 
Participants: 

• Dr Asha Kasliwal, President, FSRH (Chair) 

• Baroness Liz Barker, Co-Chair, APPG SRH 

• Ben Dyson, Director of Prevention Services, DHSC 

• Clare Perkins, Deputy Director Personalised Prevention, OHID 

• Dame Diana Johnson DBE MP, Chair, APPG SRH 

• Dr Edward Morris MD FRCOG, President, Royal College of Obstetricians and 
Gynaecologists 
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• Dr Jeanelle de Gruchy, Deputy Chief Medical Officer and Co-Lead, OHID 

• Dr Latifa Patel MBChB (hons) MPhil MRCPH, Chair of Representative Body, British 
Medical Association 

• Dr Robert Powell, Deputy Postgraduate Dean East Midlands and Lead Dean for 
Community SRH, Health Education England 

• Dr Sue Mann, National Medical Expert in Reproductive Health, OHID 

• Helen Cook, Prime Minister’s Adviser on Women, Equality and Civil Society 

• Helen Donovan, Professional Lead for Public Health Nursing, Royal College of Nursing 

• Professor Dame Helen Stokes-Lampard, Chair, Academy of Medical Royal Colleges 

• James Woolgar, Chair of the English HIV & Sexual Health Commissioners Group 
(Speaker) 

• Jessica Garner, Senior Policy Manager for Sexual and Reproductive Health, OHID 

• Professor Kevin Fenton CBE PrFPH PhD, President, Faculty of Public Health and 
Regional Director for London, OHID  

• Lauren Ging, Team Lead for Women's Health & IMMDS Review, DHSC 

• Professor Dame Lesley Regan, Women’s Health Ambassador (Speaker) 

• Lisa Hallgarten, Head of Policy and Public Affairs, Brook 

• Louise McCudden, Advocacy and Public Affairs Advisor, MSI Reproductive Choices 

• Lydia Leon, Reproductive Health Programme Manager, OHID 

• Marian Holliday, Deputy Director, Acute Care Policy, DHSC 

• Sir Peter Bottomley MP, Vice Chair, APPG SRH 
 
Observers: 

• Alex Cunningham, Member of Parliament for Stockton North (Labour) 

• Alice Pelton, Founder, The Lowdown 

• Ceylan Cennet-Ali, Sexual Health Clinic Manager, North Middlesex University NHS Trust 

• Gerald Jones, Member of Parliament for Merthyr Tydfil and Rhymney (Labour) 

• Jane Fisher, Director, Antenatal Results and Choices 

• Jess Morden, Member of Parliament for Newport East (Labour) 

• Jonathan Lord, Co-Chair, BSACP 

• Rebecca French, Chair, FSRH Clinical Studies Group 

• Rebecca Law, Associate Director of Comms and Policy, Organon 

• Rosie Duffield, Member of Parliament for Caterbury (Labour) 

• Tsara Crosfill Morton, Public Affairs & Advocacy Officer, RCOG 

• Laura Tantum, Account Director, Incisive 

• Priya Lakhani-Quiling, Director of Communications & Policy UK&ENI, Organon 

• Annabel Sowemimo, Founder and Director, Decolonising Contraception  
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